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0 the Repreſentatives of the People and Nation of En- 
gland, Aſſembled at Weſtminſter at their Sefſion, be- 


" gun Octob- 20. 1696: 


race, Wiſdom, and Undo faadiog be Communicated forth unto, and Molti- 
plied amongſt Te, 


H E Patience and Long-ſuffering of God doth ſeem to wait, by 

iving ye opportunity after opportunity, thus ro Afﬀemble your 

ſelves at this Return of each Year of your Rebellion, ro know 

hat is nn your Hearts , to prove ye ( not only once or twice, but 
ie after time, that in caſe ye ſhould ſtill Refuſe and Rebel, your Sin ma 
come more exceeding finful, and your Condemnation may be more jut 

id deſerved.) Whether ye will at length do according to his Command- 

ts or no. And particularly that his Commandment in 1. 1. 17. Re- 

the Oppreſſed. In the Margin of the Bible it is Righten (which fenibes 


0 ſet right agaip) So that herein ye ſhould obey the Law and Command- 
* G he to Relieve, Rig - 


nent of -Go ex, and ſet right again your Oppreſled 
C James, This fame Commandment is general, indefinite, and compre- 
mfive: So that it extends to all Perſons, of all Generations and Coun- 
mes, from the Higheſt to the loweſt, that have been or ſhall be oppreſled. 
deain, there is another Commandment 'of God, To execute trxe Judgment 
veen Man and Man. Ezek. 18.8. and fo throughly execute judgment be- 
veena Man and hisNeighbour. Fer.7.5. If ye would once obey this, then ye 
hould adjuſt the Matter between Him aforenamed and the P. of Orange, ac- 
vrding to the Inſtructions of Wiſdom, Juſtice, Tudgment, and Equity. Prov. 
yn I; Ye would do this ina Parliamentary and Peaceable way, by bring- 
ng the Cauſe to a-Re-hearing j and then by making a righteous and impar- 
tial Deciſion-and Determination of this Great Caſe, laying afide in Ye ſeve- 
rally all Malice, and Guile and Hypocrifies, and all Evil-ipeakings and Re- 
enge 3 (The wrath of man worketh not the righteouſneſs of God, vengeance be- 
longeth unto me, 1 will recompence, ſaith the Lord) and all Covetouineſs, and 
Fear, and indire& ends and Purpoſes of your own ; This doing, would forth- 
withſtaunch,and put a ſtop to thatIiſue of Blood which hath been running on 

the Sea and Land theſe ſeven years. And then King James would not 
empted, nor yet led aſide (for ſometimes a good and righteous Cauſe may 
be endeavoured to be carried on by evil and wrong Means, through the 
wnorance of wicked Inſtruments; hereby Satan the inv-fible Enemy of 
Mankind ating at the bottom of all this with yet greater Subtlecy ar.d De- 
veablenels, t.: render the am2 more perplex, intricate, and hard to be 
Lib 


underſtood.) To ule ſuch fooliſh, violent, and finful Methods, to ſeek to 
Re-inſtate Himſelf into theſe Kingdoms. Which are not agreeable unto 
the Law of God, whois the God of Peace, and not of Confution ; nor yet 
conſiſtent with the Goſpel, which doth not allow to hurt, nor to deſtroy, 
1. 11. 19. But corrupt Nature is prone and liable to make uſe of fuck 
Fot conſider the thing ſimply and abſtratedly ; If any of Ye were Diſpoſ- 
ſeſſed of your Right,Freehold and Property by a forcible Entry made there- 
upon ( in which caſe the Law doth preſerve the 1 all the- mean while 
unto the True Owner and Proprietor) and Ye could not pollibly recover ic 
again any other way ; for either there was not Law, or 1t was corrupted, or 
the Judges would not admit that particular Caſe to an Hearing, Would Ye 
not then try to get a like or greaterNumber of Armed Men,and endeavour to 
get your Eſtates again by Force, as you were Diſpoſlefled by Force. A man 
in his corrupt Nature (as King James doth ſeem to be there) would do thus, 
But a vrue regenerate and ſ{an&ified Chriſtian would not, but rather rake 
wrong, and ſuffer himſelf to be: defrauded, and fit down contented with the 
Loſs, rather than uſe Force and Violence (which is fin and evil) to regain it, 
Yet here He may Afﬀert his Right, in words only. . 1X 

Every one can imagine that it would be a ſa& World if there was no Law 
nor Legal Deciſion of things; . for then all Property would be unhinged, and 
a Gap would be preſently opened, to the Hurt and Murder of one another, 
and to all fort of Theft, Robbery: Violence and Evil. $o by the like pro- 
portion and truth of things, it may be Conceived and firely Reaſoned, He 
that ts unjuſt int heLeaſt, is arjnſt-alſo in much, Luk. 16. 10. What is unjuſtand 
unreaſonable in a leſs Matter, is unjuſt and unreaſorable alſo im a Greater 
Matter. And as we can readily conceive what would be the Inconveniences, 
Miſchiefs and Evils, if there was no Juſtice nor Law 1n private Caſes: From 
hence alſo. we may know the very Reaſon why our Land is moved and di- 
vided, and becauſe of the Sores thereof it ſhaketh. By Swearing, and Lying, 
and Killing, and Stealing, and Committing Adultery, they break out, and Blood 
toncheth Elood. Hol. 4. 2. And why there is ro Peace in our Borders ; Be- 
cauſe in reference to the King, who of Right was, and, ought ſtill to be the 
Governour thereof , Tudgment is terned away backward, and Fuſtice ftandeth a- 
far off ; for Truth #s fallen in the ſtreet, and Equity cannot enter, Wa. 59. 14. 
For what true Reaſon can be afſign'd why His Cauſe. and Caſe ſhould not be 
brought to a Rehearing and Impartial Trial, as it is allowed to every Com- 
mon perſon, when all Things are not fully Alledged on both fides. That A# 
of the Convention was in no wiſe a full and impartial Trial 3 For, Qi ſtatzit 
aliquid, parte in audito altera, equum licet ſtatuerit, haud aquus fuerit ; a fortio- 
rs, f ftatuerit iniquurs, And even now all their iubiequent As can no more 
make wrong right, than they aan make crooked ſtraight ; for they cannot 


alter the nature of things. Indeed they may bind and transfer one's Pro- 
perty, where is a Conſent of all Parties. But yet azain, they may ( {or they 
are not infalhble) Decree. wnrighteom Decrees ( agamit which a wo 1s pro- 
nounced in 7a, 10.1.) As ſo they did in the inſtance here mentioned, 
in taking away the Right cf their King, contrary to their former Oaths of 
Allegiance, and giving it unto a Stranger, 


You. 
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Your ſelves the Repreſentatives of the People of this Nation, and Ye being 
' their Superintendents,and an HigherAuthority than they, would not approve 
it, but rather Ye would be apt to call them to account, if either the Judges 
would not judge Cauſes at all, or if they were corrupt in their Judgments ; 
for then they are primarily and originally Occafional of all that Evil an1 
Miſchief, which is done and committed when people go about to Redreſs 
themſelves ; inaſmuch as they would not have done ſo, if they could have 
had Remedy at Law. Now with what Judgment Ye judge, Ye ſhall be. 
judged. Here ye are to remember and bring it to mind, O ye Tranſgreſlors, 
That there 1s one Higher than ye, even the invifible God. Ad the od ſaw 
it, and it diſpleaſed him that there was no Fudgment. Iſa. 59. 15. Even (0 it may 
be truly ſuppoſed, as thus ye will find it, when ye come to appear before 
his Judgment-ſeat (7» the latter days, ye ſhall conſider it perfettly ) Dur then it 
will be too late, becauſe the tiwe of your Trial will be over.) God is diſpleaſed 
in that ye will not execxmte true Tudgment between man and man in the Inſtan- 
ces beforementioned. For Your ſelves aſſent, that true Judgment ought ro 
be executed between Man and Man, as to thoſe of low Degree; ſo God ex- 
peas from ye, and will call ye to an account, That ye ſhould execute true 
Judgment between Man and Man, as to thoſe of the higheſt Degree. As the 
Scripture faith , One ſinner deſtrozeth much goed. Eclef. 9. 18. So it is now ſeen 
thar the unlawful and unreaſonable Ambition of one Man, doth hinder the 

Peace of Exrope; 

When the Lerd maketh Inquiſition fer blood, Pal. 9; 12: He who is All- 
knowing will impute all the Murder, Bloodſhed, Outrages, Cruelty, Deſo- 
lation, Devaſtation, and all the manifold Evils and Mitchiefs of this long 
preſent War unto them who were the firſt Beginners; and true Occaſions 
thereof ; for it might have been all prevented ar tit, ard may be fo ſtill, if 
ye would execute true judgment between man and man: For if ye would admut K: 
James peaceably to the Inheritance of his Father's , Violence would be no 
more heard inour Land, as proceeding from Kim, ror yetany fear of Waſt- 
ing and Deſtru&ion in our Borders. But a way would be again made for 
this Nation to be at Unity, Peace and Con-ord with all the Countries round 
about. It appears evidently and clearly from the written Word of God 
(which beit diſcovers the Nature of T_ 3 for who can better know them, 
than that ſame Word that made and eſtabliſhed them) that the way to peace 
is by Righteouſneſs : And the work of righteouſneſs ſhall be peace, and the eff ett 
of righteouſneſs quietneſs, and aſſurance for ever: 112. 32: 17. which 1s true all 
one to outward as to inward Peace. And fiom whatis written, Offer the ſ4- 
crifice « righteouſneſs, and put your trult in the Lord, Pal. 4. 5. $0 that Ye 
may boldly ſay, and upon ture grourds putthe ſame in practite, We will do 
Righteous things, and Truſt our God with +". Event of all. The Lerd 75 oxr 
help, we will not fear what man ſhall do unto us... Now tne Lo:d is none of their 
help, who will commit fin or evil (as ſo it is to refuſe to do according to 

iS Law) tohelpor ſave themſelves. | | 
By the words of Truth,Meeknels, and Righteouſneſs,this Nation mizht be 
yet Healed. Bur when they are laid before the Chief Men and Rulers there- 


Ofs- . 


(4) 
of, an unſeen Enemy coth ſubrilly work in their Minds, either-to deſpiſe 
and not receive the knowledge of them, or to hy and Rebel, and to do yet 
more earneſtly and violently to the contrary. But there was none like unto 
Ahab, which did ſell himſelf to work wickedneſs in the ſight of the Lord. whom Jeſa- 
bel his Wife ſtirred up. 1 Kings 21.4, 5- In the Margin there it is, incited, 
So though there is a great deal of wickedneſs in the heart of Man, by rea- 
ſon of original ſin and in-bred corruption (for Fleſh and Blood will imagine 
and praRiſe evil ; yet this corrupt Nature would never proceed and tend ſo 
far, eſpecially in immediate Rebellion againſt and provocation of God ( for 
what is ſhewed forth againſt his Word, is againſt God himſelf, as will ap- 
. pear at his future Judgment, altho* this may be beſides the mind and inten- 
tion of the Creature m the -mean while) wleſs this infernal Jeſabel, whole 
right Name isBee/zeb«b, did initiate and ſtir them up. But this is the fault of 
- the Reaſonable Creatures at preſent, and will be their Puniſhment hereafter, 
that when they do-or may know this, ,yet they willingly give way to the 
. Devil herein. AQ 
Such as obey the Truth of God ſhall be ſaved: But they who continue 
in an hard and impenitent Heart, do treaſure up to themſelves Wrath againſt 
. the day of wrath ; Becauſe they received not the love of the Truth that they might 
be ſaved : And for this Cauſe God ſhall ſend them ſtrong deluſion, that they ſhould 
. believe a Lye, that they all might be damn'd, who believe not the Truth, but had 
pleaſure in Unrighteouſneſs. 


To all Rulers, Magiſtrates, and Officers of Juſtice 3 and to all other People, whom 


this following may in any wiſe Concern, 


oy ceo 

| wW Hereas I doonly Reprove Trangreftion, and Exhort le to come a- 

gain into the roy of God's Commandments. I do ſet his Laws | 
Mankind, and I do Publiſh his Eetrnal Truth, 1 do nothing more beyonc 
or belides this. Which again I'do not out of mine own head, but only from 
the Statute-Beok of the Lord God, If Ye think that-I deſerve to be Im- 
p-iſoned for this Doing , and x$ will be inſtrumental to Confine.me, God 
will judge that. ye and the other People do deſerve Damnation; for not 0# 
beying thoſe his Laws and Collmandments, which from 'our bf the farue, 
Book of Scriptures I have ſet before ye and them. And when your Breath 
15 out of your'Nettrils, and yqur Souls are departed from ycur. Bodies, Ye 
will receive yet greater Condemnaxion, and be beaten with” more ſtri 
vour thus doing unto me his = ure, *who-was ferit and employet'by hifn 
33 the. Miniftration of his Work ah So Wirnteth and” tneſferh. * 


BR 


RICHARD STAFFORD. 


